
NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2023, AT 7:00 P.M.  
MINUTES OF THE RP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

October 10, 2023
Chairman Steve Quinn called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m., it having been duly noted that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., notice of which was published in The Record and sent to the Star Ledger as well as posted on the Village bulletin board.  Members present were Tammy Laverty,  Guillermo Lopez-Acosta, Linda Quinn, Steve Quinn, Lisa Rehm, Matt Graves, Nicole Terrarosa. Excused:  Harry Menta. 
Hearing of Citizens:  None present.
A motion was made by Steve Quinn and seconded by Matt Graves to accept the September 12, 2023, meeting minutes.  All were in favor of the motion.  
Payment of Bills:  
EC Account : total budget for 2023 $12,000.00 Balance as of 9/27/23: $4,935.88.

Nature Preserve Account: total budget for 2023 $8,000.00 Balance as of 9/27/23: $2,130.99.
Correspondence:
· Invitation received 9/9/23 from Hackensack Riverkeeper to join in honoring Mayor John Anlian for excellence in Public Service Award ceremony to be held on 10/11/23.
· Email dated 9/20/23 from Jury Russo, juryr843@gmail.com, a Rutherford student who read about the EC’s crayon recycling program and wanted info on how to start it in her town.
· Email dated 9/21/23 from Josh Rixey jorixey360@gmail.com of Google Re:  Is EC interested in adding the inside of Ridgefield Park Nature Preserve to Google Maps?  If so, must notify them to make arrangements because they will be in RP 9/21 – 10/25. 
· Email dated 9/22/23 from Steve Rinaldi, ANJEC  Re:  ANJEC Environmental Achievement Award Announcement.
EC Nature Preserve and Mayor John Anlian winner of The Community Legacy Award – honoring both the progress at the preserve: trails/boardwalk and the preservation of the property.

· Email dated 9/25/23 Re:  Municipal Composting Pilot Program.  Free to first 100 families.
· Noticed dated 10/3/23 from Don Torino that the Bergen County Audubon is presenting John Anlian with this year’s BCAS / Harold Feinberg Conservation Award at a special event on Sunday afternoon November 5th at Richard DeKorte Park (Members are urged to attend.)
Old Business:


· Newsletter – start thinking of articles for winter newsletter – deadline in November? Possible suggestions:
· Feeding Birds in Winter

· Schedule of upcoming events for EC & NP Dates
· Leslie Olson proposed that EC and SRP do a session in the winter months at the Civic Center to help our residents get their gardens started for the spring.  Linda and Tammy said they would do it.  Need to set a  possible date in January.
Nature Walk – set dates.

· October 28 (9-11)
· November 11 (8-10)
· December 9 (9-11)
· January 20 (8-noon) – held in three parks.

Bat Walk – set date.  

· Joe D’Angeli said a Halloween bat walk would probably be too late unless the weather remained mild.
· Get possible 2024 dates from Joe D’Angeli so there is sufficient time to advertise bat walks.
Nature Preserve:

· Set date for clean-up – 11/4/23 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Hot Chocolate to be served to volunteers.
· There was also talk on social media about doing a townwide clean up.  Neighborhood Compost mentioned assisting in teaching people how to minimize the use of plastic. – Maybe other organizations can get together and do this sometime in 2024.
New Business: 
· Set date for next meeting of NP – Tammy will look into possible March dates for next meeting.
· Set date for next walk – October 28,  November 11, December 9, and January 20.
· Vision Loss Alliance – set date for a walk in the nature preserve. E: info@vlanj.org – declined offer.
· Schedule tour with Zachary Almonte,  the boy with the drone.

· Requested info from Bergen Academies on Senior Experience intern program. 

· New Supt. of Schools is Supt. Joseph Vespignani.  Steve will email him to set up a meeting to discuss the nature preserve and fostering a relationship with the schools. jvespignani@rpschools.net 
· Set next Clean-up Day – 11/4/23 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Hot chocolate will be served.  Invite:  RP Nature Association, high school community service students, Key Club, AGE community service students.
· Discuss items left on task list sent by Stacy Fernandez – working on the list, have checked off quite a few suggestions.
Discuss new monthly calendar listing future projects and activities.

· Fall and winter (February) walks at NP.
· Winter bird count – January 20 (8AM – 12 Noon) in three parks.
· Bird walk – Kevin Avery is interested in 12/9 walk.

· Autumn trees walk – lead by Mayor Anlian – waiting for date from Mayor Anlian probably needs to be a Sunday. 
· Bat walk – Joe D’Angeli said a Halloween bat walk would be too late unless the weather remained very mild.
· Ask Joe for dates for 2024.
· March – RPNA meeting date – Tammy will check with the library for open dates in March.
· Check for 2024 Dates for Every Day is Earth Day Celebration
· Possibly schedule fishing derby in November 2024
There being no further business, a motion was made by Steve Quinn and seconded by Lisa Rehm adjourning the meeting at 8:16 p.m.  All were in favor of this motion.

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 14, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Barbara DeLuca

cc:  Commissioner William Gerken


Barbara DeLuca
Important Dates to Keep in Mind:

· 10/14/23 – Health Fair 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. @ K of C  Blood Drive 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

· 10/21/23 – Rigid Plastics Recycling, Paper Shredding

· 10/21/23 – Street Fair and Jazz Festival

· 10/28 23 – Fall Nature Walk at NP 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

· 11/04/23 – Fall Clean-Up at NP 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

· 11/04/23 – Fall Market & Festival by Arts Association @ Fellowship Park 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
· 11/05/23 – Mayor Anlian to be honored with Harold Feinberg Conservation Award at Richard DeKorte Park
· 11/11/23 – Nature Walk at NP 8:00 a.m. – 10 a.m.
· Fall Tree Walk with Mayor Anlian TBD
· 12/9/23 – Bird Walk at NP with Kevin Avery 9:00- a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
· 01/20/24 – Winter Bird Count 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon – three locations
· 01/24/24 – Joint Project with SRP – Getting Your Garden Ready in the Winter – Linda & Tammy
· Meeting of Ridgefield Park Nature Association​ - TBD
· Check on Dates for Earth Day 2024

· Check for Bat Walk Dates 2024

· Check on Dates Fall 2024 Fishing Derby 
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